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CAPITOTIE 1

C6,nd domnul Hiram B. Otls, rninistrul american,
cumpdrrd, Cantend-l1e Chase, toli considerarS, cd a fd,cut o
glegeald,, cd,ci nu exista nicio indoiaJ.d, c5, ]ocu1 era

bintuit d.e fantome. tntr-adevd,r, insuqi Lordul Canter-
ville, om de onoare, crezuse cd, este de datoria Iui sd,-i

spund, acest lucru domnulrri Otis, c6md discutard despre

termenii v6,nzdrii.

- N-am wut sa mai locuim aici, spuse Lordul Canter-

vi1le, inc6, de c6,nd ducesa Bolton, sora bunicii mele,

care era vd:duvd,, a tras o sperieturd, din care nu gi-a mai
revenit, c6,nd, pregitindu-se sd coboare la cin5,, doud,

mAini de schelet i s-au agezat pe umeri. Sunt obligat si
vd, mai spun, domnule Otis, cd, fantoma a fost vdrzutd, qi

de a,I!i membri ai familiei mele, ca qi de pastorul paro-

hiei, rwerendul Augustus Dampier, membru aI Cole$iu-

lui King de Ia Cambridge. Dup5, nefericitul incident cu
ducesa, niciunul dintre servitolii noqtri tineri n-a mai
dorit s5, rdrn6nd, aici, iar Lady Canterville nu dormea
deseori noaptea, din cauza zgomotelol ciudate care se

auzeau din hol qi din bibliotecd,.

- Milord, spuse ministrul, am sd, cumpdrr mobila qi

fantoma in aceiaqi pre!. Provin dintr-o !ard, modernd,,

unde ne bucurS,m de tot ce se poate cumpd:ra cu bani.
Cu toli pictorii noqtri tineri, care coloreazd, in rogu
lumea Veche qi iau cu ei cele mai bune actrile qi cele

mai mari primadone ale dumneavoastrd,, imi inchipui
cd,, dacd, exist5, o astfel de fantomd in Europa, se va gesi

qi Ia noi ula in cur6,nd, intr-un muzeu sau prin vreun
ca atraclie turisticS,. w %

ra

CHAPTER I

[ \Mhen Mr. Hiram B. Otis, the American I

I Canterville Chase, every one told him he u

I foolish thing, as there was no doubt at all th

I haunted. Indeed, Lord Canterville himself,

I of the most punctilious honour, had felt

I mention the fact to Mr. Otis when theycame

I "W. have not cared to live in the place

I Lord Canterville, "since my grand-aunt

J Duchess of Bolton, was frightened into afit,

I never really recovered, by tr,vo skeleton han

I on her shoulders as she was dressing for di

I bound to tell you, Mr. Otis, that the ghost h

I several living members of myfamily, aswell

I of the parish, the Rev. Augustus Darnpier, w]

I King's College, Cambridge. After the unfor

I to the Duchess, none of our younger serv

J 
wittr us, and l,ady Canterville often gotverylid

I in consequence of the mysterious noises tha

I corridor and the library."

[ "My Lord", answered the Minister, 'I wil

I tor. and the ghost at a valuation. I come l

I country, where we have everything thatmon

I ** all our spry young fellows painting the

I and carrying off your best actresses and I
I reckon that if there were such a thing as a g

I we'd have it at home in a very short time in or

or on the road as a show."
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- Mi-e teama c5: aceas'r,a fantoma existd,, spuse

Lordul Canterville zAmbind, qi poate ca va rezista insis-

tentelor spiritului d.umneavoastrS, intreprinzitor. De

trei secole se qtie d.espre existenla ej-, mai. precis din
1584, gi apare intotd-eauna cu putin timp inainte de

moartea unui membru al familiei noastre.

- Ei, bine, Lord. Canterwilte, la fel face gi medicul de

famitie. Pe de alti parte, domnule, fantomele nu existe

qi m6, gA,ndesc cri, Ieg11e naturii nu vor fi anulate de

dragul aristrocratiei britanice.

- Este adevarat ca voi, americanii, sunteti foarte

naturali, adauEla Lord. Canterville, care nu prea intele-

sese ultlma remarci a domnului Otls. Dac6, prezenla fan-

tomei nu va d.eraqieaza, e foarte bine. Dar sa nu uitati
ca v-am prevenit!

Dupa c6,teva sd:pt5,mAnj., totul era aranjat, aga c6,

ministrul qi familia lui se mutard: La Canterrrille Chase.

Doamna Otis, fosta d.omniqoari Lucretia F,. Tappan, care

in tinerele locuia pe West Street, la numarul 55, qi era

consid.erata pe atuncj- una dintre frumusetile celebre ale

New-York-u1ui, era acum o femeie de varst€r, miiiocie,

inca frumoasS,, cu ochi expresivi qi un profll superb.

Mu1te dintre femeile americane, puse in situatia d-e a-qi

prird,sl patria, abordeazd, o mind gravS:, parcS: bolnavd,

inchipuindu-qi cd, aceasta tine d.e rafinamentul euro-

pean, insd: doamna Otis nu facuse aceasta gfeqealSL. Era

o apa itie infloritoare, plin5r de vitalitate. 1n multe pri-

vinte, era o englezoalca veritabilS:, iar exemptul ei de-

monstra intr-o manier4 exceptionald, c6,t de multe avem

astazi in comun cu americanii, exceplia fiind - desigur

- limba. Cel mai mare dintre fiil ei, pe care inlr-un

6 I

f- "l fear that the ghost existsl, said Il
I smiling, "though it may have resisted the o

I enterprising impresarios. It has been well I

I centuries, since 1584 in fact, and alwal,r

I pearance before the death of any member r

| "W.tt, so does the family doctor for th

I Canterville. But there is no such thing, sir,:

I guess the laws of Nature are not going to b

I the British aristocracy."

| 'You are cerlainly very natural in Amt

I I-ora Canterville, who did not quite under

I last observation, "and if you don't mind

I horr., it is all right. Only you must remt

I vor."
I e few weeks after this, the purchase'

I and the Minister and his family went dow

I Cnrr.. Mrs. Otis, who, as Miss Lucretia

I West 53rd Street, had been a celebrated l

J *rr now a very handsome, middle-aged w

I eyes, and a superb profile. Many Amer

I leaving their native land adopt an appean

I itt-freatttr, under the impression that i

I Errop.un refinement, but Mrs. Otis hz

I into this error. She had a magnificent cc

I a really wonderful amount of animal spi

I many respects, she was quite Englisl:

I excellent example of the fact that v

f everything in common with America no'

course, language. Her eldest s(
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moment de patriotism
constant dezavuat de

fd,cut, care se a,firmase in diplomalia americana deschi- $
z6nd. timp de trei sezoane succesive cotilionul Ia Cazi- $
noul din Newport; chiar Si Ia Londra, avea reputa-t-ia p

unui foarte bun dansator. Singurele sale sld,biciuni erau
pasiunea pentlu gard.enii Si cea pentru titlurile nobi-
liare. Era, totuqi, un tdnd,r extrem de rationai.

Domniqoara Virginia E. Otis avea cincisprezece ani,
era drd,Sutd, qi sprinteni ca un pui de cdrprioarS,, cu ochi
mari, albagtri, in ca,re se ghicea un aer de indepen-

den!d,. Era o cs,Iireata excelent5, qi, intr-o zi, cu poneiul,

se luase Ia intrecere cu bd,trAnu1 lord Bilton, pe care-I

intrecuse dupd, doui tururi de parc, cu o lungime qi

jumd,-tate, chiar in fala statuii lui Ahile; aceasta spre

bucuria t6ndrului duce de Cheshire, care-o ceru in cd,s6,-

torie numaidecAt, ins6, fu trimis in aceeagi seard, Ia Eton
de cd,tre tutorji sd,i, motiv pentru care vdrsd, multe lacrimi'

Dup6, Virginia se n6,scuserd, $emenii, supranumiti

,,Stele gi dungi", pentru cd, erau tot timpul bS,tuti cu

vaxga. Erau nigte baieli incentd,tori gi, cu excep-tia mirris-

trului, erau singurii republicani adevd,rati ai familiei.
Cum Canterville Chase se alla Ia Eapte mile de Ascot,

cea mai apropi.atd, gar6, domnul Otis telegrafiase cer6,nd

o tr6,surd, pentru a-i int6,mpina, gi pornirdr Ia drum blne
dispuqi. Era una dintre acele seri frumoase de iuIie,
cdmd aerul este inmlresmat de aroma pinilor. Din cdnd

in cA,nd se auzea uguitul dulce aI turturelelor, iar
printre tufele fognitoare d.e ferigS, se zd,reau piepturile
strdlucitoare ale fazanilor. Veverite micute ii priveau,

I

1

I

Washington by his parents in a momen

which he never ceased to regret, was a fr
goodJooking young man, who had quali

American diplomacy by leading the (

Newport Casino for three successive seax

London was well known as an excellent dz

and the peerage were his only weaknesse

was extremely sensible.

Miss Virginia E. Otis was a little girl of I

lovely as a fawn, and with a fine freedom i
eyes. She was a wonderful amazon, and hat

Lord Bilton on her pony twice round the;
a length and a half, just in front of the .A

the huge delight of the young Duke ol

proposed for her on the spot, and was s€

that very night by his guardians, in floods r

After Virginia came the twins, who we

"The Stars and Stripes", as theywere atwap

They were delightful boys, and with the t

worthy Minister the only true republicans

As Canterville Chase is 5gvsn mil
the nearest railway station, Mr. Otis had

a waggonette to meet them, and they s

drive in high spirits. It was a lovelyJuly e

air was delicate with the scent of the p:

and then they heard a wood pigeon br

own sweet voice, or saw, deep in the ru
burnished breast of the pheasant. Little I
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cocotate in fagi, iar iepurii fu$eau printre
d.ealurile acoperite cu mugchi, flutur6,nd.u-qi coditele tr
albe. Dar, in timp ce int?au pe aleea ce ducea spre 

H
Cantervil]e Chase, cerul se innor6, deodat6,; in aer se 

ffi

simtea o linigte stranie, un stol de ciori zbttra pe dea-

supra capetelor 1or gi, p6,ni sd, ajungi la conac, piceturi
mari d.e ploaie incepurdr se cada.

tn capitul scd,rilor ii intA,mpind, o femeie inv6,rstd,
imbrd,catS, cu o rochie neagfa de m6,tase, cu bonetd, qi

sort a,Ibe. Era doamna Umney, menaiera, pe care doam-

na Otis fusese de acord s6, o pS,streze, La rugamintea
expresd, a doamnei Canterville, pe vechiul ei post,. Aceasta

se inclind, in fata fiecdrruia cu o scurti reverentd, cdnd
cobor6,rd din trd,surd, apoi spuse cu voce ciudatd,, intr-o
manieri destul de demodatd,:

- Bine ati venit Ia Canterville Chase!

Urm6nd-o, traversari salonul mobilat in stil Tudor,
apoi intrard in bibliotece, o camerd, spa-tioase gi joasd,,

decorati, cu larnbriuri ne€Fe de stejar, la capS,tul cdreia
se alLa o fereastrd, mare, cu vitralii.

Aici ii agtepta ceaiul gi, dupd ce-gi scoaserdr hainele
de cd,ld,torie, se aqezard,, privind cu atenlie in jurul lor,
in timp ce doamna Umney ii servea.

Deodatd,, d.oamna Otis zdri pe podea, chiar I6n$5, gemi-

neu, nigte pete rogii qi, fd,rdr a gti despre ce este vorba, ii
spuse doamnei Umney:

- Se pare ce aici s-a vdrsat, ceva.

- Da, doamnd,, rispunse bd,tr6,na menajerd,, cu voce
joasd,, aici a fost virsat s6,nge.

- lnfiord,tor! strigd doamna Otis. Nu vreau s5, vdd
de sA,nge in salon. Trebuie s6,Ie qter$i imediat
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